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How to become an Approved Exporter
(Switzerland)

• Written application to CCO

• Accompanied by an information questionnaire

• Check by the CCO based on the information 

questionnaire

• Considerations of the risks

• On site verification

• Granting or not of the Approved Exporter status



Information Questionnaire
(Switzerland)

• What kind of company?

• Responsible persons?

• Education of the responsible persons?

• Special procedures like processing traffic?

• Suppliers?



Information Questionnaire
(Switzerland)

• Value addition in Switzerland?

• Processes taking place in Switzerland?

• Procedure/way to judge the origin

• Number of exports?

• Countries of destination?

• How to maintain origin knowledge?



(Periodical) Checks
(Switzerland)

• Obligation to inform CCO of any relevant changes

• CCO verifies these information

• Information questionnaire has to be renewed at least 

every 4 years



Withdrawal of the Authorisation
(Switzerland)

• Conditions are no more fulfilled

• Lack of co-operation

• Loss of reliability towards the customs administration 



General Remarks
(Switzerland)

• Providing courses concerning origin matters

• Providing an e-learning course

• Switzerland has currently 2'400 Approved Exporters 



Approved Exporters
(Iceland)

• Implementing provisions and guidelines revised with 
effect from 1 February 2007

• New number system: 0123-IS10

• All holders of authorisations had to apply for renewed 
approval

• Around 70% applied for a new number straight away



Approved Exporters
(Iceland)

• Authorisation is normally granted for 5 years at a time.

• In specific cases, authorisation can be granted for one 
year, after which the company needs to re-apply. If all 
is in order, a 5 year authorisation is granted



Approved Exporters
(Iceland)

• The companies keep the number they were granted –
it does not change with renewal, i.e. an authorisation 
granted in 2010, which is renewed in 2015 keeps the 
number 0123-IS10

• Customs authorities can control an authorised 
company at any time



Approved Exporters
(Norway)

•To receive the status of an Approved Exporter, applicants

have to:
• complete an application form; 

• show that they know and understand the rules of origin;

• undertake responsibility for the way the authorisation is used

• fill in a questionnaire providing information concerning:

• their goods, 

• the proofs of origin, 

• the rules of origin, 

• their suppliers, and 

• how they are able to prove the originating status of the exported goods. 

• keep all documentary proof of origin for a period of at least three years 

• allow inspections by customs authorities at any time.



Approved Exporters
(Norway)

• First time applicants – authorisation is granted for 2 
years

• After 2 years – If positive result, authorisation is 
granted for 5 years

• The regional customs authorities are obliged to control 
an authorised company:

− at least once during the first 2-year (trial) period; and

− at least two times during each 5-year period



Authorisation Number
(Norway)

• At present there are approximately 1315 – 1320 

Approved Exporters in Norway

• Format of the Norwegian authorisation number

NO/14-123456789

NORWAY YEAR
COMPANY REGISTRATION 

NUMBER



Approved 

Exporters
(Norway)



Approved 

Exporters
(Norway)



Approved Exporters
(Norway)

• Authorisation should be hard to get 

• Authorisation are easier to loose

• The local customs authorities are required to improve 
their controls of companies holding an authorisation by 
regular controls of their systems and their knowledge 
and application of the rules of origin and other relevant 
provisions


